The Story of
Indian Head Rock

Documentary Screening
August 24, 2017 @ 7 pm
Sponsored by
“You Know You Are From
Portsmouth Ohio If?”
Facebook history group
and
Community Action
Organization

FREE SCREENING AT
PORTSMOUTH WELCOME
CENTER
August 24th, 2017 @7:00 PM

Drawing of Indian Head Rock
Portsmouth Blade (September 22, 1894)

?

Charles E. Molster
1862-1946
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Henry A.
Lorberg
(1856–1943)
• Son of German Immigrants
• Worked for Portsmouth Daily Times,
Portsmouth Blade, and Portsmouth Daily
Star newspapers (1875-1902)
• Also worked for Ironton Tribune.
• Called Portsmouth’s foremost historian
• Established lucrative postcard/souvenir
business

• Wrote at least 6 books about the history of
Portsmouth
• Traveled with Billy Sunday on a preaching
tour from New York to Omaha in 1901.
• Acquired $50,000 from Andrew Carnegie to
build Portsmouth Public Library.
• Built a bandstand on Market Square and a
fountain on Government Square (the
Esplanade).
• The Portsmouth Public Library genealogy
department is named after him.

Lorberg’s postcard business was lucrative. He printed and sold over
2,500 scenes of Portsmouth and Scioto County in the early 20th Century.

Lorberg printed at least two versions of
his “Famous Indian Rock” postcard:

“This rock, locally famous, has been a
land-mark for over a century, and is only
visible when the Ohio River is extremely
low…It is hoped to have the rock
removed to York Place as a memorial.”
(from the back of the postcard, c. 1920)

"Henry Lorberg is going to communicate
with the light house department with a
view to having the snag boat Woodruff
pull up the Indian rock, the idea of Mr.
Lorberg being to have the city place the
historic bowlder in York park, in a
position overlooking the river, with an
iron railing around it and a history of the
rock, as far as obtainable, engraved or
painted on the face. The wonder is the
government hasn't pulled the rock out of
its place long ago and crushed it with
dynamite, as it is an undoubted menace
to navigation of the river between five
and fifteen feet. The bottom of many a
boat and barge was torn out by it in the
old days when steamboats were
plentiful...Portsmouth is the River City
and to preserve the rock in the manner
referred to would be highly appropriate."
Portsmouth Times, 10/8/1908

Henry T. Bannon
(1867–1950)
US Congressman, Portsmouth (1905-1909)
• Grandson of Irish immigrants
• Bannon, Howland & Dever law firm
(Founded by Henry’s father, James)
• Scioto County Prosecutor (1897-1902)
• Fourth Ward City Councilman
• Attorney for Norfolk Western Railroad
• Home at 1926 Franklin Blvd.

Ohio River Lock and Dam
No. 31
2.5 miles west of
Portsmouth
• Completed in 1917.
This dam raised the
Ohio River about 15 feet,
permanently submerging
Indian Head Rock.
Passing steamboat damaged
the dam during a period of
drought in 1920.
(Postcard by Henry Lorberg)

Indian Head Rock
exposed due to damage
by steamboat

Henry Bannon (standing)
with Indian Head Rock

Note: Original Portsmouth
Water Works and Floodwall
in background

No accurate depiction of the
carved face on Indian Head Rock
was in existence.

Bannon took the first photo of
First
photograph
the face
by ever
repeatedly
going past
“Indian
Head.” and
the rock of
with
a motorboat
taking a picture when the waves
momentarily lowered the water
level. (October 1920)

Henry Bannon wrote about Indian Head
Rock in at least three publications:
1.
Scioto Sketches: An Account of
Discovery and Settlement of Scioto
County, Ohio (1920)

2.
Journal of the Ohio State
Archaeological and Historical Society
(1921)
3.
Stories Old and Often Told: Being
Chronicles of Scioto County, Ohio (1927)

Arthur Bannon
James
Bannon, Jr.
Henry Bannon

As youngsters, Henry Bannon and his
two brothers carved their initials in the
rock in the late 19th Century.

Meldahl Locks and Dam
(opened 1964)

Steve Shaffer
(Ironton, Ohio)
• Amateur historian from Ironton,
Ohio
• Shaffer and his father collected
Indian artifacts.
• Steve studied and wrote about
native American petroglyphs (rock
carvings)

In the sixth grade, Steve Shaffer read Henry Bannon’s
book, “Stories Old and Often Told.” The book’s chapter
on the Indian Head Rock sparked Steve’s interest.

Shaffer and a group of divers
located the Indian Head Rock
in 2005 after several years of
searching.
The rock was retrieved in 2007
in an effort to preserve a part
of Portsmouth’s history. It was
loaded onto a trailer in York
Park.
Henry Lorberg had first
proposed saving and displaying
Indian Head Rock in York Park
ninety-nine years previously.

Steve Shaffer (second from right) with Indian Head Rock in 2007. The
rock was finally in York Park (briefly) as Henry Lorberg proposed in 1908.

Steve Shaffer and Indian Head Rock
Portsmouth City Garage
2007

